
COuncilman Babcock wi thdre'll his original motion and moved 
that the resolution with reterence to salary rates for city em
ployees be ot:r1cially adopted at an Adjourned Meeting to be helC!. 
September 18~ 1942 t at 4:45 P.M. COWlcilman Hitchcock seconded 
the motion, WhiCh was carried unanimously. 

Oouncilman Powell mOoved that thl't City Attorney be instructed 
to be present at_the Adjourned Meeting to be held September 18, 
1942, at 4:45 P.M. tor the purpose of ruling on the legality of 
action taken at that time. Oouncilman Babcock seconded the 
motion, whi ch was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Grover C. Whyte, PUblisher of the Torrance Herald, ad
dressed the COuncil and audience at this time on the IUbject 

. of hOUSing, urging that something be done immediately to alleviate 
the housing shortage which is hampering the development of this 
community. He stated that the PacU'1.c ~ectric did not intend to 
reinstate the red cars in Torrance but that said company does in
tend to operate Wisemi-tra11ers'" trom Manchester direct to Terminal 
Island, the latter arrangement not to include Torrance, however. 
Mr. Whyte stated that Mayor McGuire .hacl promised detinite a.ction 
on the housing matter this afternoon. 

Counoil.man H1tchcock sUggested that the Council give the 
housing committee a definite answer with reference to hiring a 
);lousing expert and expediting 0 ther matters pertaining to the 
housing problem at the Adjourned Regular Meeting to be held Friday, 
September 18, _1942, at 4:45 P.M. 

At 5:42 upon motion of Councilman Babcock seconded by Council
man Hitchcook the meeting adjeurned to September 18, 1942, at 
4:45 P.M. 
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Mayor of the C1 t y otTOrrance 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR ADJOURNED 
MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE ,CITY OF TORRANCE 

TOrrance, California 
September 18. 1942 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a 
Regular Adjeurned ~eet1ng in the CoUIic·il Cham~er, City Hall, 
TOrrance, California, en Friday, September 18, 1942, ~t 4:45 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire called the .meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present 
being Councilmen: Babcock, Hitohoook, Powell, and MoGuire. Ab
sent: Councilmen: CUcci. 

This being a Regular Adjourned.Meeting, the regular order 
of business was dispe.nsed with. 

WRITTEN COMMUNIOATIONS 

epose



Di1V 

Clerk Bartlett opened a sealed bid in the sum of 130.00 for 
certain property situate 0Ity of Torrance known as Lot 65, Tract 
No. 9901, said bid having been submitted on a total bid pr'ice of 
$30.00 by Reverend Joseph L. Bauer on behalf of Roman Catholic 
Archibishop John JiO Cantwell of Los Angeles City. 

Mayor McGuire opened bids for the sale of Lot 05, Tract No. 
9901, but none were received. 

Councilman Babcock moved that Resolu.tion No. 1551, author
izing the sale of Lot 05, Tract No. 9901, to Roman Catholic 
Archibishop John J. Cantwell, 'be adopted. Councilman Hitchcock 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock" Powell, and McGuire. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEJ.II: . Cucci. 

A. communication addressed to the Mayor from the . local chapt;er 
of the American Red Cross was read thanking the City for the us. of 
the Civic Auditorium on the many ocoasions when it was Reeded, ,by 
the Red Cross in the performance of its various duties. 

Kayor mCGuire advised that Mrs. R. R. sm1 th, who is in charge 
of the looal American Red Cross Chapter, has requested more chairs 
for the (lapter's new location. 

Following a short discu2sion, a gentleman in the audience 
arose and stated that Mrs. Smith had requested him to ask the 
Council it it would ,be possiole to borrow one table and twenty
four iron folding chairs for the ladies who are doing the sewing. 

Mayor MoGuire suggea.ted to Oi ty Engineer Jain that he contact 
Mrs. Smith to see what kind of chairs she could use. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1552 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
OITY OF TORRANOE FIXING THE SALARIES 
AND WAGES FOR THE FISOAL YEAR 1942-4~. 

Oouncilman Hitchcock moved that Resolution No. 1552 be adopted. 
COuncilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: OOUNCILMEN: Babcock, HUchcock, 
Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: CUcci. 

Councilman Powell moved that · Percy Bennett be granted mileage 
at the rate of five (.05) cents p'er mile for the use of his person~ 
al car while performing City duties on behalf of the City Police 
Department. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIlMEN: 
Babcock, HitchcoCk, Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: eucci. 

Clouncil.maJl. Hitchcock moved. that the City Engineer be author
ized to attend the Pacific Coast Building Inspectors· Meeting in 
Reno trom October 0 to 8, 1942, inolusive, with e:xp-enses paid. 
COuncilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
Powell, and MaGuire. NOES: OOUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL- ' 
MEN: CUcci. 

The oommunication. from Glenn M. Jain, City Engineer and 
D1rector of Public lorks, which was read at the previous meeting 
and referred ror action at this meeting, was reread advising that 
lPire Chief McMaster has requested permission to arrange a transf'er 
ot John Fees and Casper Clemmer from the Park Department to the 
Fire Department for the duration or until they can be replaced by 
men on the Civil Service list. The writer stated that the transfer 
met with the approval of his department providing that permiSSion 
is granted to replace ana or both of these men in the Park Depart
ment inasmuch as a transf'erat th1s time without a replacement 
would seriously handicap the working schedule of the Park Department. 
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Oouncilman Hitchoock stated that he was in favor of transfer
ring the men to the Fire Department but thought it would be ad
visable to replace the men in the Street Department rather than 
in the Park Department as the work ·in the latter could be cut 
down. Engineer J"ain requested that the Oouncil designate the work 
whioh they think can be ~eut down~. A disoussion ensued relating 
to the amount of work and the number of men in the street and Park 
Departments. . 

Oouncilman Hitchcock moved that the request of Fire Chief 
McMaster for the transfer of J"ohn Fess and Oasper Clemmer :from the 
Park Department to the Fire Department for the duration or until 
they oan be replaoed by men on the Civil servioe list, said re
quest having been approved by the C1ty Engineer, be granted to-

. gether w1th the request o:f the City Engineer thattwo additional 
men be hired to replaoe John Fess and casper Clemmer, the two 
additional men to be hired in the street Department rather than in 
the Park Department "as requested by City Engineer Jain. Counoil
man Powell seconc1ecl -the motion, wh1ch was carried unanimoasly. 

As per instruotions reoeived at the Regular Meeting held 
September 8, 1942, Attorney McCall reported on the tentative con-: 
traot with the B. F. Goodrich Company for the rental and lease of 
tires for the Torrance MuniCipal busses with reference to the con
tract period. Attorney Mccall stated that the portion of the con
tract setting forth the contract term was not fl1led in and that 
although the tentative five years oould be cut down, he didn't 
th1nka one-year term would be acoeptable to the oompany. ·He 
stated, ' however, that the fluctuating olause in said oontract oould 
not be changed. A discussion arose regarding the oontract period, 
most of the,Council at :first opposing a period longer than one 
year in view of the fact that rubber prioesmight inorease to the 
point where the City would not be financially able to pay the con
tract prioe for the duration of the contraot term. Attorney 
Mocall disolosed that the prioes quoted to the City of Torrance 
were muoh lower than those quoted to other cities, and that it 
might be well to sign for two or three years. 

The matter was temporarily tabled while the City Attorney 
searohed for further information in the contract. 

Mayor McGuire at this -time addressed the audience on the sub
ject ot proposed housing for Torrance, stating that he had eon
taoted three men in Lo~ Angeles who nre interested in seeing 
what could be done to expedite the .construction of homes in this 
oommunity; and that one ot these men, who has bnllt thousands of 
house~ in this country, came to Torranoe about a week ago and 
looked over the entire district inside and eutside the City. The 
Mayor revealed that in two conversations which he had with the 
builder on the day of this meeting, the matter of receiving recom
mendations from the F. H. A. for the ereotion ot between 250 and 
500 houses in Torrance was discussed. 

"This private bul1ding pro ject w11·1 be en t1rely conce! ved 
and built by the oompany represented by this man. He turnishes 
all of his own money which he borrows trom a large insuranoe com
pany in the East," said McGuire. 

Offioials of the F. H. A. and the N. H. A., have their eyes 
on three locations here as possible sites for housing projects, 
reported MoGuire: one very close to Torrance; one large l006t1on 
inside the City Limits; and one outside the City Limits • 

. The Mayor spoke of the barracks type housing pro jeots which 
are being constructed by the Government only at present and whioh 
are rapidly being endQrsed by Govennment· ot,fioials -as living 
quarters for men only, 'regardless of Whether or not they are 
family men~ The officials maintain that workers in defense in
dustries should not have any more privileges than the men who must 
leave their homes and. :families to enlist in the service. He also 
tol~ af a proposed plan to transport men here from the Middle 
West, minus their families, to take care of them while they ara 
working here, and then to transport them back to their homes after 
the war. 

Dt7J. 



'rhe Mayor said that one of the many- respons1bU.1t1es ot the 
person apPointed to re11eve the housing shortage here will be the 
task ot obtaining the barracks type buildings in the vicinity ot 
the aluminum amd rubber plants. 

Ref'erring again to the private enterprise, McGuire stated 
that thebu1lder expected to erect two or three bedroom homes 
similar to those in the Park Knoll Tract, provided he receives 
reoommendation trom the F. H. A. end the neoessary priorities tor 
building materials. 

Mr. Fay Parks, who was in the audience, stated that he was 
at raid that the Council was loosing sight ot the fact that this 
communi ty is under-l)1.1ilt and that most ot the homes whioh are to 
be built will be permanent. He said. that the 1dea8 thus tar pre
sented were tine. He reminded the Council that the Doak Aircratt 
Company and other defense. plants would soon be e~anding consider
ably and that we needed a promotional man who can work on all angles 
to get plenty of permanent homes here as quickly as possible. 

Councilman Powell moved that the Mayor and the City Clerk 
enter into a contract with the most practioal man available to 
promote housing in the City of Torrance. . .. 

Mayor M~uire requested that the motion deisgnate a specifio 
person. . 

Councilman Powell amended his motion to the effect that the 
man chosen by the Mayor and the City Clerk to promote housing in 
the City .ot Torrance meet with the Council before a contract is 
signed. 

Mayor McGuire stated that he had an applioation trom Mr. 
MacDonneil ot Gardena whioh included a contract price. 

Councilman Powell rescinded his original motion and the 
amendment thereto. 

Counoilman .Powell moved that the Kayor and the City Clerk 
enter into a oontract with Mr. MacDonnell ot Gardena tor the 
latter's active partiCipation in promoting housing for the City 
of Torrance at the p~ices quoted by Mr. MacDonneil on his appli
cation, said oontraot to become effective immediately. Counoilman 
Hitchcock second~d the motion, which was carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, Hitchcock, Powell, 
and McGuire. NOES: COUNOILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNOILMEN: 
Cucci. 

Mr. Evans asked the Council if the Paoifio ElectriC Railway 
Company or the san~a ~e Rai1way Company had been contacted with 
reterenoe to the critf'cal problem created by the laok of trans
porta~ion for the 1,258 men living in this oommunity and working at 
the Harbor. He said that now would be the time fo·r the 01 ty of 
Torranoe to submit a bid to the. state RailroadCommiss10n for some 
kind of transportation sys'em whioh wnul~ run through the City 
rather than "sliding- by on the outskirts. 

The MayQ!t' referred Mr. Evans to Mr. Grover Whyte who stated 
that since the 1~8t issue of his paper was published he had heard 
that the idea of trying to solve the housing shortage by trans
portation had been practically abandoned, and that the Garernment 
would soon send a man ;tram the War P,rdd.uction Board. to see "how 
muc,h housing is needed and where it 1s going to go for all this 
area"'. 

-That isn't 
"'I'm thinklng of 
transportation. 
and then baok to 

the angle I'm thinking of," replied Mr. Evans. 
the 1,258 men working in Harbor area who have no 
The P. E. could run shuttle service to Torranoe 
Normand!e." 

-
Mayor McGuire stated that although he would like to get lines 

through the main part of Torrance he hadn't discussed the matter 
with any com!)any because he didn't know what their plans were. 



Mr. Evans suggested that the City submit a bid to the Com
mission before the companies actually decide on a definite route. 

Mr. 'lhyte made comment on the matter to the e1'1'ect that the 
Pacific Electric had no plans whatever 1'or any additional service 
to Torrance but that that was no reason why a ttpressure man
couldn't go to work and get results. 

Councilman Hitchcock's suggestion that perhaps Mr. MacDonneil 
could handle the transportation angle also did not meet with the 
approval 01'· the Mayor who stated that "he had enough to do. 1t 

City Engineer Jain requested permission to contact and inter
view men 1'or the purpose 01' obtaining an assistant to replace 
Ralph Perkins who; Mr. Jain believes, is well on his way into the 
Army. . 

Councilman Powell moved that the City Engineer be authorized 
to contact available assistant engineers to replace Ralph Perkins, 
provided that Mr. Perkins is inducted into military service. 

City Engineer Jain requested that he be given an idea 01' what 
aalary he might o1'1'er prospective employees. . 

Councilman Powell and the other Councilmen agreed to discuss 
this matter atter the meeting. 

Councilman Powell moved that the City Engineer be authorized 
to contact prospective assistant engineers to replace Ralph Perk1ns, 
in the event that Mr. Perkins is inducted into the armed 1'orces. 
Counc11man Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A.ttorney McCall at 'this time reported that he had discovered 
in his further reading 01' the tentative tire contract with the 
B. F. Goodrich COmpany that the City would only have to pay tor 
mileage actuaily used by the busses at the rate stated in the con
tract, and that the only possible deviation in cost during the 
contraot term would be oaused by the reduction in the price 01' 
rubber which would in turn decrease the oontract rate. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the Mayor and t.he City Clerk 
enter into a contract with the B. F. Goodrich Company 1'or the 
rental and lease 01' tires for the Torrance Municipal busses at a 
price 01' six (.006) mills per mile, said contract to become 
ef1'ective Ootober 1, 1942, and to expire three (3) years there
a1'ter. C'ouncilman·H1tohc~ok seconded the motion, which was 
c:arried by the 1'ollowing roll c:all vote: AYES~ OOUNCILMEN: 
Baboook, H1tchcock, Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None.· ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Cuccn.. 

At 5:3-2 P.M., upon motion 01' Counoilman Babcock seconded 
by·Counoilman Hitchoook, the meeting adjourned. 

~ .. ~ d'J>.' Clt~eroth8Fy o"? Torranoe 

APPROVED: 

J--mv~~~ Mayor 01' the Oity ~rranee 


